Jessica A. Westerhold
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Department of Classics
1119 McClung Tower
Knoxville, TN 37996-0413
jwester3@utk.edu

Positions:
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Assistant Professor, Classics August 2022-present
Distinguished Lecturer, Classics August 2021-July 2022
Senior Lecturer, Classics August 2018-July 2021
Lecturer, Classics August 2013-July 2018
Visiting Assistant Professor, Classics, Skidmore College August 2011-May 2013

Areas of Academic Interest:
Augustan poetry; Greek tragedy; affect, sex and gender in classical literature and ancient society

Education:

University of Toronto
Ph.D. in Classics, and Collaborative Program in Women and Gender Studies, completed 2011.
Dissertation: Tragic Desire: Phaedra and Her Heirs in Ovid; Alison Keith, director; Erik Gunderson and
Victoria Wohl, committee; Carole Newlands, external reader.

University of Kansas
M.A. in Classics, 2006. Master’s thesis: Silence and power: The Metamorphosis of Rape Myths in Ovid,
Pamela Gordon, director; Michael Shaw and Tara Welch, committee.

Smith College
B.A. in Classics, 1996.

Publications:

A. Books:
1. Ovid’s Tragic Heroines: Gender Abjection and Generic Code-switching (June 2023, Cornell University Press).

B. Articles and Book Chapters:

1. “Writing Ovid’s Myth of Exile in Epistula Ex Ponto 3.1.” forthcoming Phoenix 79.1.

2. “Supporting Collaboration with K-12 Latin Teachers (Current and Prospective): Notes from Nascent
Initiatives in Tennessee.” The Classical Outlook 99.1 (2024): 16-19 (co-authored with S. Bartera)

3. “Tereus’ tears: the performance and performativity of crying in Met. 6.412-674.” In Paulo Martins,
Alexandre Pinheiro Hasegawa and Jodo Angelo Oliva Neto, eds. 2019. Augustan Poetry New Trends and
Revaluations, 385-415. Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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“Byblis’s ‘Feminine Latinity’ in Ovid’s Metamorphoses 9.450-665.” Helios 45 (2018).1: 37-67.

“Hecuba and the Performance of Lament on the Epic Stage (Ovid, Met. 13.399-575).” Mouseion 11.3 (2014):
295-315.

“Ovid's Epic Forest: A Note on Amores 3.1.1-6.” CQ 63.2 (2013): 899-903.

. Book Reviews:

Franklinos, T. E. and J. Ingleheart, eds. Essays on Propertian and Ovidian Elegy: A Limping Lady for Stephen
Heyworth (OUP 2024). Phoenix 78.1 (2024): 166—169.

Fulkerson, L. A Literary Commentary on the Elegies of the Appendix Tibulliana (OUP 2017). Phoenix 72.1-2
(2018): 172-174.

Lateiner, Gold, Perkins, edd. Roman Literature, Gender and Reception. Domina lllustris. CR 64.2 (2014): 468-
70.

D. Conference Papers and Invited Lectures
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“The Representation of Happiness in Roman Elegy.” University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign, April 3, 2026.
Discussant, “Contemporary Receptions Panel.” The Next Ovid(s), |0S 2025.

“Happy Together: Homo-social Alliances and Positive Affect in Propertius' Monobiblos.” CAMWS 2025.
“The Promise of Happiness as a Technology of Social Control in Tibullus.” SCS/AIA 2025.

“Supporting collaboration with K-12 Latin teachers (current and prospective): notes from nascent initiatives
in Tennessee.” co-presenter with S. Bartera. SCS/AIA 2024

“Singing Sappho: Female Poetic Skill in the First Century BCE.” CAMWS SS 2023

“Epic homecomings and tragic delays: heroic myth in Ovid’s exile poems.” CCC 2023

“Female Writers in the Classical Literary Tradition.” CAC 2023

“Sadistic smiles: pleasure and suffering in the poetry of Tibullus.” CAMWS 2021.

. "Men are from lolcus, Women are from Colchis: Exploring Ancient Greek Sex and Gender Categories with

the Myth of Jason and Medea." Haslam Scholars Program, UTK, Nov. 13, 2019.

“Poems full of happiness: nostalgia and the representation of happiness in Ovid’s Tristia.” CAC 2019.
“Prophecy, Memory and Ovid’s Legacy in Jane Alison’s The Love-Artist.” CAMWS SS 2018.

“Simulating Sadness: Ovid’s Affective Strategies from Exile.” CAMWS, 2018.

“A destructive text(ile): translating pain in TDii.8.20 from Soph. Trach. 1046-1102.” SCS 2017.

“Hostilis locus: Poetic Places and Political Proxemics in Ovid’s ex Ponto 3.1.” CAMWS SS 2016.

“Altera Medea: Euripides, Sophocles and intertextual doppelgangers in Ovid’s erotodidactic poems.” CAC,
2016.

“Tereus’ tears: the performance and performativity of crying in Met. 6.412-674.” ‘Augustan Poetry: New
Trends and Revaluation’, conference, University of Sdo Paulo, July 2015.

“The Velian Medea: Cicero’s citation of Ennius’ Medea in Fam. 7.6.” CAMWS, 2015.

“A scripta puella writes herself: Byblis’ epistolary strategies in Ovid, Met. 9.450-665.” KU, 2014.

“Byblis’ ‘Feminine Latinity’ in Ovid’s Metamorphoses 9.439-665.” CAC, 2013.

“Queer Exchanges: Iphis and lanthe in Ovid’s Metamorphoses.” LCC Panel, APA 2012.

“Undesirable Desire: Sexual Subjects in Propertius 3.19.” CAMWS, 2011.

“Phaedra’s Claim: Desire and Persuasion in Heroides 4.” CAMWS SS, 2010.

“Hecuba and the performance of lament on the epic stage: Ovid’s Met. 13.399-575.” CAC, 2009.
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25. “Vultus Componere Famae Taedet: Sulpicia's self-definition.” CAMWS, 2008.
26. “The dual ‘Other’ in the myth of Philomela and Tereus.” CAMWS, 2006.

E. Works in Progress:
1. Representations of happiness in Latin elegy (monograph).

Organization of Panels and Meetings:

1. CAMWS 2018 Panel: “Aching Amor: Embodied Emotions in Roman Elegy,” co-organized with T.H.M. Gellar-
Goad.

2. SCS 2017 Panel: “Cicero Poeta,” co-organized with B. Walters.
Feminism and Classics conference, Brock Univ., 2012: “Cross-listed subjects: Graduate students as students,
teachers and researchers.” Organizer.

Teaching Experience:
1. Introduction to Latin (Wheelock): 2004/5, 2008/9, 2010-17
2. Intermediate/Advanced Latin (Cicero; Sallust; Ovid; Catullus; Horace; Roman love elegy; Seneca; Vergil):
2012-25
Introduction to Ancient Greek (Alpha to Omega; Hansen and Quinn): 2005, 2006, 2012-22
Intermediate Greek (Lysias): 2019, 2021
Koine Greek (New Testament): 2017-19 (summer)

Classical Myth: 2009, 2011, 2012
Classical World (contributing lecturer): 2012, 2013
Ancient Literature in Translation: Ancient Drama: 2014-19, 2022-25
10. Performing Gender: Women in Ancient Drama: 2010
11. Theories of Myth: 2010, 2011
12. Women Readers/Women Writers: The Gendered Politics of Literacy in the Ancient World: 2012
13. Introduction to Gender Studies (WGS department): 2013
14. Feminist Theories and Methodologies (WGS department): 2013

3
4
5
6. Gender & Sexuality of Greece and Rome (cross-listed with Women and Gender Studies): 2017-25
7
8
9

Awards and Honors:

1. CAMWS Award for Outstanding Accomplishment in Classical Studies, 2011

2. University of Toronto Fellowship, 2006-2011

3. American Philological Association, Outstanding Student Award, 2008, 2010

4. Leonard Woodbury Fellowship (Univ. Toronto), 2010

5. R.M. Smith Memorial Fund (Univ. Toronto), 2009

6. Tenney Frank Scholarship for Foreign Study (Univ. Kansas), 2006

7. Austin Lashbrook Award for Outstanding Contributions in Classics (Univ. Kansas), 2006
Service:

1. Organizer, TN Undergraduate Classics Research Conference, 2025.
2. Coordinator of large regional and national translation exams, 2024-2025.
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Chair of Departmental Development Committee, 2024-2025.

Liaison for undergraduate research funding and programs (DRA), 2024-2025.

Feminism and Classics 2026 conference, organizing committee member, 2024-present.
Speaker, National Junior Classics League 2024 meeting, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
UT Translation Symposium, co-organizer, 2023-2024.

Classics department, Lecturer search committee, chair, 2024.

Classics department, Assistant Professor of Greek prose search committee, 2022-23.

. Diversity Advocate, Classics department Assistant Professor of Greek prose search committee, 2022-23.
. Chair, Access and Engagement committee, 2022-present.

. Departmental co-liaison with Tennessee secondary schools, 2022-present.

. Library Representative, 2022-2023.

. Departmental standing committees (Curriculum, Prizes and Scholarships, Speakers and Special Events,

Development, and Assessment).

UTK Latin Day organizer, 2020-present.

Treasurer, International Ovidian Society, 2021-2024.
Assistant Treasurer, International Ovidian Society 2019-2021.
Faculty Senate 2018-2023.

Faculty Senate, Faculty Affairs Committee 2019-2023.
Faculty Senate, Inclusion and Diversity Committee 2018-2019.
Classics department lecturer search committee, 2018.
Women'’s Classical Caucus, SCS, Elections Officer 2013-2018.
APA/SCS Development Committee Ambassador 2013-2019.
Panel chair for UTK undergraduate conferences 2013-2023.
Speaker for UTK Latin Day 2013-22.

Speaker for UTK 2014 Eta Sigma Phi initiation.

Panel chair for CAC 2013.



